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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency
Washington, DC  20250

For:  State Offices

Poult Enteritis Mortality Syndrome (PEMS)
Approved by: Acting Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs

1 Overview

A
Background During the period since April 2000, several turkey contract growers were forced

to depopulate their turkey houses for several weeks because of an outbreak of
PEMS.  PEMS is an intestinal infection that causes dehydration and high
mortality in young turkeys.  To end the disease, growers must depopulate their
turkey houses and leave them empty for 2 growing cycles, or about 20 weeks.

Public Law 106-554 provides $2 million to carry out a program for income losses
as a result of PEMS sustained before April 30, 2001, by individuals who raise
poultry owned by other individuals.

B
Purpose This notice provides State Offices with:

& the Federal Register notice for PEMS (see Exhibit 1)

& projected signup dates for turkey contract growers with income losses
resulting from PEMS. 

C
 Procedure Procedure for processing applications will be provided in a future notice.

Disposal

July 1, 2001

Distribution

State Offices
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2 Projected Signup for PEMS

A
Signup Dates Signup for PEMS is expected to begin on May 1, 2001, and continue through 

May 15, 2001.  Because of the limited number of contract growers that will be
eligible, 2 weeks for signup should be sufficient.  

B
Upload and
Payments

Upload is scheduled for May 23, 2001, with payments expected to be issued 
June 1, 2001.

C
Growers’
Documentation

When applying for benefits contract growers will need to provide the following
documentation:

& number of birds that could not be grown because of the depopulation of
turkey houses 

Note: This information should be available from the turkey owner.

& proof from a veterinarian or qualified technician that the depopulation was
because of PEMS.
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3 State Office Action

A
PEMS Losses in
the State

State Offices shall consult with Extension Service, State Universities, turkey
processors, etc., to determine whether contract growers in the State suffered
income losses because of the depopulation of their turkey houses because of
PEMS.

If PEMS did not affect contract growers in the State, no further action is required.

B
Informing
County Offices 
of PEMS Signup

If contract growers in the State have suffered income losses because of PEMS, the
State Office shall notify affected counties with the following information:

& projected dates of signup and upload

& publicity necessary to inform eligible contract growers

Note: Many contract growers are not involved in other methods of
agriculture and therefore may not be included on the FSA newsletter
mailing lists.

& necessary documentation that growers will need when applying for benefits
(see subparagraph 2 C).
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